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GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Issue 15 

“This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all 

men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 

1 Timothy 2:3-4  

Dear Church Family, 

One of the recent, hotly debated topics in Christian circles 
today has been on matters of heaven, hell, and our eternal 
destination. A provocative question posed for a passage 

like this in 1 Timothy 2 is: “Does God get what God wants?” (Bell, Love Wins, 
Ch. 4). So, if God “wants all men to be saved,” and God is God, will not all 
men be saved?  Will not everyone, then, eventually just go to heaven?  If not, 
then does it mean God is a failure? But if so, does faith in Christ and our 
salvation make a difference today?   

On this, if I may offer a few thoughts: 

First, what may help us to better understand the verse here is to unpack the 
meaning of the word “want” for a God who “wants all men to be saved.” 
Theologians have explained there is a difference between God’s moral will 
and God’s decreed will (Chan and Sprinkle, Erasing Hell, p. 31). His moral 

will is His desire for us, but such desires can be resisted against. Morally, it 
was God’s desire for Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit, but they still did. On 
the other hand, God’s decreed will are things which God will do no matter 
what. Here in Timothy, it makes sense that God’s moral will and desire is that 
“all men be saved,” but such a desire can be resisted against. 

Second, we will never be able to fully comprehend God’s ways. His ways are 
higher than our ways; His thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Is 55:9). It’s 
highly presumptuous to think we can determine God’s will on such matters. It 
was never given to us the responsibility to sit on God’s judgment seat and 
presume we can fully know who goes to heaven and who will not. Only God 
can judge. Whatever our limited perspective will try and rationalize and loudly 
proclaim, ultimately, we’re left in the hands of mightier God still. Our task is to 
trust Him, pray for His mercy, and spread His love to others. So, instead of 
trying so hard to figure out the question, we should place our trust in the One 
who holds the answer. 

Lastly, the sad thing in all of this is, all too often, discussions like these cause 
more division in the church body than unity. My prayer is, as a church body, 
these are issues which do not divide us, but bring us closer together when 
we study God’s Word, pray to the Holy Spirit for discernment, and show one 
another grace and love in the process.  

my all for Him, 

James 
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“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.’” — 
John 14:6 

We had a SPLASH at this year’s Vacation Bible School 
from July 25 to 29. The theme was SonSurf Beach Bash 
(Dude, It’s All About Jesus). This was such an important 
and meaningful theme because it is essential for our 
church to continue to reach out to children with God’s 
love and share the gospel message of Jesus Christ. 

This year we were able to substantially lower the cost of 
registration to make it more affordable for families. God 
blessed us with over 200 children (the largest ever) and 
nearly half of them were not our regular church kids. 
Registration filled up quite early for many of our classes 
and we even had to open another Preschool 4 class. As I 
mentioned in Sunday worship service, VBS is not just a 
program. Children’s lives were impacted and transformed 
by the loving relationships built during the week. 

There were 187 terri fic adult and youth volunteers who 
took up the challenge of making a difference one starfish 
at a time (The Starfish Story by Loren Eiseley). The 
children experienced an awesome worship time, played 
fun games, and made creative crafts which were run by 
dedicated and compassionate volunteers. The teaching 
staff shared who Jesus is and why we need Him in our 
lives. This year, 30 children accepted Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior. Praise God! 

The mission project also focused on being more 
relational as the VBS children reached out to other 
children who endured severe hardships such as in 
Joplin, Mississippi with the tornadoes, Beals, Kentucky 
with the flooding, and Japan with the tsunami and 
earthquake. They drew pictures or wrote 427 
encouraging letters, offering hope of God’s love for them. 

VBS would not be possible without God’s guidance and 
sovereignty over everything. I’m very grateful to each 
person who prayed faithfully, sacrificed their time, and 
even gave financially. My sincere appreciation to this 
year’s awesome core team:  Carol Allen, Vivianne Butt, 
Marcy Cottrell, Grace Hayashi, Jodell Kadowaki, Shig 
Kawashiri, Mae Kuratani, Linda Matsuda, Sanaye 
Nagami, and Kathy Sato. We all felt God’s calling to not 
be complacent, but to spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. 

We pray all of you know and have a personal relationship 
with our Lord and Savior! 

Core Team members: 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

CONTINUED 

BY SUSAN WAKUTA 

PHOTOS BY MIKE YOGI & SILVIO CARRARA 

Drama Team 

Our kitchen crew 

Some of our youth volunteers 
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MISSION FIELD 

July Citylights News by Tom Demorest www.citylightschurch.org 

We have moved to a new location in downtown Long 
Beach. We now meet at 850 Lime Ave, Long Beach, CA 
90813 at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings [see picture of 
church at right] 

We are very excited to announce Citylights Church has 
moved. God has provided us a church building to use here 
in downtown Long Beach which will be more conducive to 
some of the ministry we hope to do. We will now be 
meeting at the corner of 9th and Lime Ave. We are really 
thankful for our time at the Samoan Church and learned a 
lot while we were there. However, there was a lot going on 
at the church and it was often difficult to schedule use of 
the space. This new location will be a lot more available for 
ministry. 

Secondly, the facilities are a better fit for who we are as a church and the ministry we feel God calling us 
to. The biggest blessing of this move is it allows us to move our Sunday worship service time back to the 
morning. We will now be having Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. We have been meeting on Sunday 
afternoons because this was the only time slot available. This has been really hard on people and we 
have seen its effects on our attendance. Sadly, our attendance was cut in half over this past year. So, 
we consider it a real blessing because God opened up a Sunday morning worship space for us. 

Please pray for us as we begin in this new building. Even though it is only about a half mile from where 
we were previously meeting, it is a new neighborhood with new people to meet. Please pray for 
connecting points to the community and we would make a great first impression as we seek to show the 
love of Christ here. We are confident God did not call us to make this move for our own comforts or 
conveniences. God has people in mind up and down these streets and He wants to use us to reach 
them. Pray we would be an effective tool for Him. 

Our Vacation Bible School Kickoff 

We are so thankful for the youth of GVBC who helped us start off in this new building with a free 
Vacation Bible School for the community [during their short-term Long Beach mission trip from June 25 
to July 1]. They did a wonderful job of representing us to the neighborhood. The attendance of the VBS 
more than doubled from the beginning of the week to the end!  This is a testament to the great job the 
GVBC youth did. We are so thankful for our partners in ministry and for each of you who supported this 
ministry. God bless you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael and Chris Mason 

Although the Masons and their church were not affected by the devastating earthquake and tsunami in 
northern Japan, they are reaching out to the people there. It's a 12-hour drive to one of the devastated 

(Continued on page 5) 

The music is always a hit with the children We ended each day by serving dinner to 

all of the families 
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Our prayers and condolences go out t o: 

� The family  of Fay  Li ttl e who passed away the morning of Tuesday, August 9. Her service was held on Saturday , August 
13 at GVBC. John Teter , our  former GVBC missionary officiated. Surviving family  is (daughter)  Lisa &  Ron Oda,     
Carol Sato (who use to be GVBC’s Administrator), and Mrs. Teru Kuwada (member of GVBC). 

� Patricia Hay and family whose grandmother passed away on August 8 at 11:09 PM. 

� Patti Hatashita, Matthew and Kevin Hatashita and family i n the passing of Patti’s father, Jim Jue. The memorial service 

will be held at GVBC on Thursday, August 18 at 11:00 a.m. Pastor James Chang will be officiati ng. 

Letters from our family 

� Dear Fri ends: On behalf of the City of Gardena we would like to thank you for your gracious donati on of $500 [from our 

LOVE Fund] to our  year-round Emergency Food Pantry Program. Your gift all ows us  to conti nue assisti ng the l ess  
for tunate i n Gardena. Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreati on/Human Services/Building Maintenance, by 
Davina Vivar , Communi ty Services Counselor 

 

 

New baby announcemen ts.  Congratulations to: 

New grandparents  Silvio &  Jessie Carrara. 

� Their  son Ryan & wife Erin Al fonso had a baby girl, B rynlee, on  

July 22. Bynlee was 6 l bs . 9 oz. and 19" l ong. 

 

� Their  daughter Kris ten &  husband Jeff Lee had a baby girl, Regan, 

on August 11 at 9:25 p.m. She was 8 lbs. 1oz . and she was 19" l ong. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Baby Regan and family 

areas, the small town of Ishinomaki. Partnering with a Christian group "Be One Tohoku" (BOT), the church collects 
money and supplies which BOT delivers to Ishinomaki.  

God is working in the hearts of the people as many are drawing closer to Him. They realize God is not only real, but  
they need Him. Please pray that many of these people will accept Jesus as their personal Savior. There is a lot of 
clean-up work which remains to be done so the Masons request prayer for God to provide fresh strength and renewed 
vision for those coordinating the Christian relief efforts. The Masons also request prayer for more Christians (from 
Japan and abroad) to faithfully serve in the relief efforts. 

There has been a monthly shortfall in the church budget. The Masons and their church are praying God would teach 
the body how to listen, discern, and follow His voice, especially during this critical period for their church.  

Summer has been fruit ful with three to four people getting baptized. From July 31 to August 1, the church held a 
special outreach for children "Kid's Bible Fiesta." There were games, songs, Bible lessons, crafts, drama, food, and 
talks about Jesus. 

In finding new opportunities for ministry, Chris is holding a bi-monthly Bible study for women in the area. In June, Chris 
started leading a women's prayer meeting at church on Thursday mornings. Please pray the time would provide Chris 
with the opportunity to bless the women who attend. On a personal note, please keep Chris in prayer, concerning her 
health. Since October, Chris has been suffering from uveitis, first in her right eye, followed by the left. The good news 
is Chris' condition is gradually improving, but the Masons are praying this condition never returns. 

The Masons are rejoicing because Luke graduated from fourth grade. He will begin fifth grade shortly which is the start 
of middle school in Japan. Thank you for keeping the Masons and their ministry in prayer.  

(Mission Field Continued from page 4) 

Baby Brynlee 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also 
contact event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 

� How to Lead a Friend to Christ 

Sunday, August 28, 12:30 p.m., Room 113. 
Marianne Matsuda will teach you to effectively pray, 
share your faith and bring your friends to the Lord. 
Bring your own lunch. Sign up at the Guest Center 
after the worship services. 

� Community Hall Closed for Floor Refurbishing 

Monday, August 29 to Monday, September 5. We’ll 
be refurbishing our Community Hall floor during this 
week. Both of our Sunday, September 4 services will 
take place in the Sanctuary. 

� Church Campus will be CLOSED 

Wednesday, August 31, all day and night. Our entire 
church will be closed due to an all-church 
professional carpet cleaning. Please DO NOT come 
to church to allow our carpets to dry thoroughly. No 
events will take place on this day or evening. 

� Baptism Sunday September 4, Sanctuary 

� Office Closed Labor Day Monday, September 5 

� Just Walk Across the Room 

Sundays of September 11, 18, & 25, 12:30 pm.m, 
Room 113. This class will teach you how to naturally 
develop your Christian witness, step out of your comfort 
zone and reach out to those who don’t know Christ. 
Bring your own lunch. Contact Marianne Matsuda 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful All-church Project 

Saturday, September 17, 7:45 a.m. — 11:30 p.m. Meet 
at GVBC (La Salle parking lot). Join the Neighborhood 
Ministry in making a difference in our community. VBC 
will partner with the City of Gardena to clean, paint, and 
beautify the neighborhood. At 11:30 a.m. we will 
celebrate our achievements with a lunch at Mas Fukai 
Park. Shirts are provided to volunteers free of charge. 
Please sign up by Thursday, September 1 to receive a 
shirt. Fill out a flyer (available on Narthex counter) and 
drop it in the registration box in the Narthex. Contact 
Paul Matsushima, ext. 695. 

� Teacher/Leader Recognition Sunday, Sept. 18. 

� Pastoral Staff Appreciation 

The entire month of October is our Pastoral Staff 
Appreciation. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, Oct 1 Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 

NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is helpful, 
but not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the 
church office or email her at: 

treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 15 to Sunday, October 16. The 
2011 GVBC Men's Retreat will at Victory Ranch. 
Speaker will be Pastor Thien Doan of CityLights 
Church. Our theme is “The Transforming Power of 
God. For information, contact Dave Uratsu at 
dturatsu@aol.com or Kent Komae at 
kkomae@aol.com or call them via the office. 

� Harvest Festival Monday, October 31 

� Standard Time begins Sunday, November 6, Fall 

BACK ���� one hour. 

� Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 13, 12:30 — 2:00 p.m., Bento lunch 
or bring your own. 

� Thanksgiving Sunday November 20 

� Office Closed November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving 

� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday Nov. 26 

� First Sunday of Advent November 27 

� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

Due to many requests to see “A Prodigal Christmas,” 
we are pleased and honored to perform it for you again 
this year. You will have FOUR chances to see our 
FREE encore performances. The dates are: 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. Preview Night 

�Friday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. 

�Saturday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. Matinee & 7:00p.m. 

Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. 
Don’t miss your chance to experience this heartfelt, 
nostalgic Christmas musical set in 1967. God works 
through a Japanese American family with love and 
understanding, joining them together forever. This not-
so-perfect Christian family learns about God’s love and 
forgiving each other. Check out our facebook page at 
Prodigal Christmas Musical. Contact David Cheng at 
prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or Susie Shelley, ext. 
673 or email her at susie@gvbc.net. 

� All-church Christmas Potluck 

Sunday, December 4, 5:00—7:00 p.m. Community Hall 

� Angel’s Breakfast Saturday, December 10 

� GVBC Tour sponsored by the Prime Timer’s 

Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade & Dinner, 
Thursday, December 15. Cost $109 per person. 
DEADLINE to pay & register: Sunday, October 30. 
Dinner at the Five Crowns in Corona Del Mar, evening 
cruise in the Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade, 
Rodgers Gardens “Christmas Fantasy.” Tour leaves 
GVBC at 1:45 p.m., returns approx. 10 p.m. 

Register at the information table in the Courtyard after 
the worship services or contact: Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi. 
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Issue 16 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, September 7. Hard 

copies available on Friday, September 9 in the Narthex and Community Hall. 

All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 4. 

Friday Night KidZone Events 
7:00 — 8:30pm Community Hall 

First to Fifth Grade 
 

 
August 19 — Water Balloon Toss/Sponge Relay 
August 26 — Board Games/Movie Night (Room 250/251) 
 
For info contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,     email: 
susan@gvbc.net  

CHECK OUT TWITTER ON OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.GVBC.NET 

Twitter: Once you’re on the website, look underneath the “Welcome” section. Click on 
“Our Twitter” and you can read all the latest tweets. If you haven’t signed up to accept 
GVBC twitters directly to your cell phone, it’s easy to do on our website. 

Twitter comes in very handy for all of us because GVBC tweet immediate updates on 
what’s happening now. 

Parents: You can get information about your child while they are going off to camp, 
where they’re at on the freeway, when they arrive or leave camp and arrive back at 

GVBC to be picked up. 

KidZone and other great stuff: Updates are tweeted weekly for KidZone events as well as 
Sunday service updates. Periodically, special announcements for various events such as 
Workday schedules, VBS information, conferences, all-church service projects, and more are 
tweeted. New tweets are added continually so keep perusing our website. 

Other stuff on our website: The Spirit newsletter is also on our website. Click on “Spirit 
Newsletter” and you will see all the newsletters from December 2009 to the present. Don’t forget 
our Calendar of Events, Our Staff bios, About Us with all our contact info, 
Sundays with info about our services and sermon series, and Ministries with info 
about our children’s department, KidZone, and Vacation Bible School and more. 

Don’t miss out on GVBC’s events. Keep up to date on everything. 

Watch for our next Tweet ! 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt)  

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 
 

Sunday, August 21 
Pastor Steve ~ Urgency of the Time and Our Call 

 
Sunday, August 28 

Youth Service ~ 1 Peter 4:1-11 
 

Sunday, September 4/Communion/Baptisms 
Both services in the Sanctuary 

Unashamed of the Gospel ~ 1 Peter 4:12-5 to 5:5 
 

Sunday, September 11 
Your Adversary ~ 1 Peter 5:6-14 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


